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General information

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School

Regents Gate

Long Causeway

Exmouth

Devon

EX8 1TA

Tel:
01395 264875

Fax:
01395 223251

E-mail:
admin@stjo.uk
Website:
www.stjosephsprimaryschool.com

Type of school:
Academy, Member of Plymouth CAST


Acting Headteacher:
Mrs N Taylor-Bashford
Chair of Governors:
Mrs S Forte
Welcome

Thank you for your interest in St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School. This prospectus should give you all the information you need about our school, and the way in which it is managed and run. If anything is not clear, or you need more information on any particular subject, please don’t hesitate to telephone the school office. You are also very welcome to come and visit the school: just telephone to arrange an appointment.
Mission Statement
‘WALKING WITH JESUS TO BE THE BEST WE CAN BE’
Ethos
St Joseph’s aims to give your child an excellent all-round education with an enthusiasm and zest that will make his/her school days the best they can possibly be. Our broad and balanced curriculum aims to enrich personal formation and nurture enquiring minds. It promotes knowledge, understanding, skills and values in the context of spiritual, moral, intellectual, physical and social development. The school will endeavour to be an integral part of the local community and will forge links with individuals and groups. At all times the school will serve as a witness to the Catholic faith in Our Lord Jesus Christ.
Values

We believe that the purpose of St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School is to:

· Help pupils to live and learn in a Catholic Christian environment leading to acceptance and respect of others in a diverse school community and wider world.

· Provide an environment in which high expectations will lead to a striving for excellence in all areas of school life.

· Educate and develop each member of the school community by building on their strengths and supporting their weaknesses.

· Foster purposeful relationships with those who learn in, work in and visit our school where diverse views and backgrounds are respected.

Distinctive Nature of a Catholic School

The school owes its existence and special character to the fact that it was established by the Church to nurture Christ’s Kingdom in its children and, through the nature of its teaching in all subjects, to bring them to a deeper knowledge of and belief in God.

Every child is of equal importance. Pupils are valued for what they are rather than for what they can do and are given every opportunity for educational development to the highest level possible. All are equal in the sight of God.

The features of a Catholic community include, as a first premise – “Prayer and worship threaded through its daily life.”

Catholics believe that Religious Education is not one subject among many but the foundation for the entire educational process. The beliefs and values it communicates should inspire and unify every aspect of school life. It should provide the context for and substantially shape the school curriculum and offer living experience of the life of faith in its practical expression.

Religious Education is not only communicating knowledge – it is educating for a way of life, centred in Christ. It follows that daily collective worship will always be at the centre of school life.
About the School
St Joseph’s School was founded in 1904 by the Sisters of the Convent of the Holy Family. The school was granted voluntary aided status in 1970 under the auspices of the Diocese of Plymouth.

In March 1987 storms destroyed most of the old building and the school survived in temporary buildings until the new school opened in September 1992. The school is a fully equipped seven-classroom primary school which occupies a pleasant site overlooking the Exe estuary.

Foundation Governors appointed by the Bishop oversee the school. We are an Academy, a member of Plymouth CAST a multi-academy trust including all of the Catholic schools in the Diocese of Plymouth. At the moment 54% of our children are baptised Catholics and the remainder are from other Christian denominations. Prospective parents are welcome to visit the school to meet the staff and pupils.

Total number of pupils on roll as at 1.10.15:  205
Staff and Governors

Acting Headteacher
                                 Mrs N Taylor-Bashford
Foundation Stage
Foundation 1



       Mrs Sarah Keeping (SENCO)
Foundation 2
Mrs Jackie Clarke 

Key Stage 1

Class 1

Miss Lesley O’Sullivan
Class 2

Mrs Chantelle Robertson
Key Stage 2

Class 3

Miss Emily Rowe/Miss Philippa Crouch
Class 4

Mr Jason Edmunds/Mrs Jo Howard
Class 5

Mrs Samantha Owens
Class 6

Mrs Megan Jukes/Mrs Sheelagh Mullholland
Other teaching staff: 
Mrs Beccy Evans (SENCO)





       Mrs Amanda Turner (PPA) 






       Mrs Emma Richardson (PPA)
Learning Support Assistants

Mrs Judith Greenway  


       





      
Mrs Ginette Ellis
Miss Helen Fisher

Mrs Georgina Ertle



Mrs Catherine Brenton





        
Mrs Chris King






Ms Melissa Lucas







Ms Kerri Howell






Mrs Adele Arthur
Senior Administrator

Mrs Lesley Godfrey

Administrator

Mrs Sarah White
Administrator




Mrs Donna French
Catering Assistants

Mrs Rebecca Searle



Ms Carla Young
Mealtime Assistants

Mrs Chris King




                                                           

Mrs Anna May





             Mrs Liz Webber





      
Mrs Sarah Briggs






Mrs Caroline Rookes







Mrs Catherine Brenton
Caretaker/cleaner



Mr William Weston
Cleaner


Mrs Rebecca Searle
Governors

Headteacher

Mrs Nicola Taylor-Bashford
Foundation Governors
Mrs Sandi Forte (Chair)
Mr Eric Howard (Vice Chair)
Mrs Geraldine Chandran
Mrs Theresa Hearn

Mr Simon Brown
LA Governor

Mr Clive Pearcey

Elected Parent Governors
Mrs Jo-Anne Bowes

Mr Neil Burn
Teacher Governor

Mrs Nicky Taylor-Bashford
Clerk to the Governors

Mrs Iris Reiss-Golumbeck
Organisation of the School
Foundation Stage

The Foundation Stage includes Nursery and Reception. In the Foundation Stage the emphasis is on learning through play.

The focus is on development of the whole child ie.
Prime areas of learning

· Communication and language

· Physical development

· Personal, social and emotional development (making relationships)

Specific Areas of Learning

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understanding the world

· Expressive arts and design

Learning characteristics

· Playing and exploring

· Active learning

· Creating and thinking critically

The children join Reception class in September before their fifth birthday. On entry to school the children take an active part in all aspects of school life. Learning takes place through direct teaching, adult initiated play and child initiated play. Towards the end of the Reception year the  children are engaged in structured activities for longer periods.

Key Stage One
This includes Years One and Two. The children are taught according to National Curriculum expectations. The structure of the children’s learning is adapted accordingly. The development of the core subjects, literacy, Maths and Science, takes place whilst the children learn about the wider curriculum. Learning is balanced with the need for physical exercise and play.

Key Stage Two
Years Three to Six offer exciting challenges to the children. The learning gained within Key Stage One is built upon and, as before, each child is encouraged to reach their full potential. The children are engaged in learning activities involving whole class teaching, small group work and individual learning.

Educational Visits
Children throughout the school take part in educational visits. From Year Three upwards children have the opportunity to take part in residential visits.
The Curriculum
The children are taught in single age year groups. The class teacher stays with the class throughout the year and is responsible for the day to day organisation. A broad curriculum is provided so that all the children have the opportunity to develop their talents and personalities according to their age and abilities. 

Religious Education
As a Catholic school we attach the greatest importance to Religious Education in the life of our school. This not only applies to specific RE lessons but in the everyday interaction of school life, assemblies, meal times, play times and all the relationships that exist within St Joseph’s. We try to help children to find a personal faith in God and to enjoy a sense of awe and wonder at His creation. We teach tolerance and respect for other faiths, races and cultures.

Father Philip Austen, our Parish Priest, takes an active interest in the school and its religious life. Mass and liturgies are celebrated in the school regularly. The children also join the wider parish for masses both in school and in church.

The school celebrates an act of collective worship each day in class groups or as a whole school.

English

The teaching of English covers three main areas: speaking and listening, reading, and writing.

In speaking and listening our aim is to develop your child’s ability to understand and use language appropriately and effectively and every opportunity is given to encourage them to speak both to different audiences and for different purposes. At both Key Stages the children enter into class discussions, learning to put forward reasoned arguments, and have the opportunity to address a larger audience during assemblies and school concerts. At Key Stage 2 the children have the opportunity to engage in public speaking, giving a talk on a topic of their own choice.

Reading and writing are largely covered through the daily Literacy lesson but are also covered in all areas of the curriculum. Lessons also include an element of phonics and spelling.  When teaching reading we use a wide range of carefully selected commercial schemes. This allows us to match a great variety of books to the individual child’s needs and interests. The books are graded into 14 colour levels in accordance with National Curriculum levels of attainment. The children are helped to select books from the colour level indicated by the teacher. The children are encouraged to bring a book home to read with you every day. Our handwriting scheme aims to enable children to develop a clear, fluent, legible and fast style of joined writing. Guidance on the teaching of reading and writing is given to the parents of all children.
Mathematics
We aim to give the children a good understanding of the mathematical skills we teach, and confidence in applying them to everyday situations. Early work is essentially practical, and enables the children to handle equipment and make discoveries about volume, capacity, sets, measurement, time and numbers. They learn to record their findings in a meaningful way on paper and thus start to bridge the gulf between practical and abstract activities. Our approach throughout the school is based on understanding the mathematical processes. Tables are taught, but again we aim for understanding rather than rote learning. The ability to estimate is a prerequisite in the use of calculators. We ask parents to help their children by utilising everyday situations, for example, handling money, measurements, telling the time, etc. This enables
children to see maths as part of life. Mathematics is taught as a subject throughout the school, but the skills and knowledge acquired will be applied in other areas of the curriculum.

Science

Science for children means exploring, discovering, investigating and understanding the world around them. Science is largely a practical subject that involves children doing things for themselves. Our aim in setting practical tasks is to encourage children to ask questions and persevere with their work, to increase their knowledge and skills, and to enable them to work with each other co-operatively.

History

History is the study of people who have lived in the past and their influence on events both past and present. It can involve finding out about people of all kinds and studying all aspects of their lives.

History can be thought of as a means of understanding and interpreting. Evidence can be examined, questions asked of it and conclusions drawn. By trying to understand what has occurred in years gone by, children can be helped to gain an insight into current and future affairs. 

Geography

Geography explores the relationship between the Earth and its people through the study of place, space and environment over time. Geography is also about the environment and examines attitudes and values. It creates a unique bridge between the humanities and science. 

Technology

Technology at school comprises both design technology and information technology (ICT). Design technology is a practical subject which involves children in designing and making, and in using a variety of appropriate skills and materials. Information technology is the storage, manipulation, retrieval and presentation of information in a variety of ways.

Computing
Computing skills prepare pupils to participate in a rapidly changing world in which work and other activities are increasingly transformed by access to varied and developing technology. Pupils at St Joseph’s use computing tools to find, explore, analyse, exchange and present information responsibly, creatively and with discrimination. They learn how to employ computing to enable rapid access to ideas and experiences from a wide range of people, communities and cultures. Increased capability in the use of computing promotes initiative and independent learning, with pupils being able to make informed judgements about when and where to use computing to best effect and to consider its implications for home and school (work), both now and in the future. A specialist computing teacher works with each class in the school one day per week.

Music
We aim to foster pupils’ sensitivity to and enjoyment of music through an active involvement in listening, composing, performing and appraising. In order to achieve this aim, pupils will be given opportunities to develop their musical skills through a wide range of musical activities.

We have established, over the years, a tradition of celebrating important events in the religious calendar with Masses and concerts, which always include a variety of musical activities. It is recognised, therefore, that music plays an important and positive part in the overall life and ethos of the school.

Instrumental tuition in all orchestral instruments is offered to all children and is taught by peripatetic music teachers at various costs per term.

Art

In art, craft and design the children will be taught the creative, imaginative and practical skills needed to express ideas and feelings, to record observations, and to design and make images and artefacts.

The pupils will be introduced to the work of artists, craftspeople and designers in order to develop their appreciation of the richness of our diverse cultural heritage. They will work individually, as a group, and as a whole class.
Modern Foreign Languages

French is taught throughout Key Stage 2. 

Physical Education

In physical education (PE) our pupils will learn:

•
to become skilful in the ways they manage their bodies

•
to apply and adapt a range of skills in a variety of challenging settings

•
to understand through their practical experience how the body responds to exercise

•
to develop habits leading to a healthy and active lifestyle

•
to appreciate the joy of movement, both practically and aesthetically

•
to develop personal and social competence and the necessary coping skills to manage success and failure in competitive and co-operative situations

•
to understand the sporting heritage of our society

Personal, Social and Health Education
The SEAL programme is used in school. The aim is to lead our children to reflect on and appreciate the love they receive from their parents, their family, their friends and others. With parents we hope to prepare children to accept puberty and the changes this brings about as a God-given gift involving new responsibilities.
Extra-curricular Activities
French, cricket, football, gymnastics, athletics, dance, drama, recorder, chess and violin are held either during the midday break or after normal school hours. Parents will be informed of the day and times of these activities at the beginning of each term.
Your Child’s Progress

There are official Parents Evenings in the Autumn Term and Spring Term and a Celebration Evening in the Summer Term. The children receive a written report at the end of the school year. You are of course welcome to discuss your child’s progress with his or her class teacher or the Headteacher at any time during the school year.

A meeting for the parents of Reception Class children is held at the beginning of the term of their admission to the school.

Timetable of the School Day


School day
 8.55 a.m. – 3.30 p.m.


Morning break
10.45 a.m. – 11.00 a.m.


Lunch (Key Stage 1)
12.15 p.m. – 1.15 p.m.


Lunch (Key Stage 2)
12.25 p.m. – 1.15 p.m.

Afternoon Break                           2.15 p.m. – 2.30 p.m.
School Meals

School meals, prepared in Marpool County Primary School kitchen, are provided every day. Copies of the menu are sent home with every child at the beginning of each term. Pupils may bring a packed lunch if they prefer. All children in Foundation 2 and Years 1 and 2 are entitled to free school lunches.
Lunch money is collected on Monday mornings by the class teacher for the coming week. If a child is absent during the week the money will be credited to the next week. Lunch money should be brought in a sealed envelope on which the child’s name is clearly written.

In certain circumstances free school meals can be obtained. If you feel you may be entitled to free school meals please see the Headteacher for further details.
Term Dates 16/17
	
	Autumn 2017
	Spring 2018
	Summer 2018

	Term starts
	Wednesday 6 September
	Wednesday 3 January
	Monday 16 April

	Half-term
	23 October – 27 October
	12 – 16 February
	28 May – 1 June

	Term ends
	Friday 15 December
	Thursday 29 March
	Wednesday 25 July

	Non-pupil days
	4, 5 September, 30 October

	2 January

	29 June



Caring for children within our school family
Inclusion Policy

The Governors and Staff of St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School believe that every child should receive the best possible education to enable them to reach their full potential.

We promote a whole school approach to Inclusion in which teachers have high expectations of all pupils in every area of the curriculum; teachers plan learning activities to enable every child to progress and experience success.

We, through our mission, promote a climate in which equality of opportunity is supported by all and in which a positive attitude to gender, cultural diversity and special needs is actively promoted. This nurturing of attitudes is firmly based on our Christian beliefs and our mission statement.

Support
Through continual assessment of the children’s learning the curriculum is adapted to further suit their learning needs. Occasionally additional support may be provided to ensure a child’s learning is maximised.

Equality of Access
St Joseph’s School welcomes all members of the school community. All children are treated equally according to their needs. Appropriate steps are taken to ensure equal access for all.

Behaviour & Discipline
The school has a comprehensive Behaviour & Discipline policy which is provided to all new parents. The code of conduct is shared and understood by all pupils. We expect and insist on the highest standards of behaviour throughout the school. Self-discipline and respect and care for others is expected from all.

Parental Visits
Prospective pupils and parents are welcome to visit St Joseph’s by arrangement with the school office.

When children are transferring from other schools, arrangements are made for parents and children to visit their new class and to meet with the Headteacher.

Parent–Teacher Association
The Parent–Teacher Association exists to promote the interests of the school and has been invaluable over past years in providing numerous items of equipment for the school. All parents are automatically members of the PTA and are encouraged to play a full role in events.
Parent helpers
Parental help in school is encouraged and greatly valued. At present parents help with a range of activities. Any parent wishing to help in school on a regular basis should contact the Headteacher.
Uniform

All children are expected to wear school uniform

Girls: winter
White polo shirt with logo



Grey skirt or tunic, with black or grey tights, or grey school trousers



Bottle-green sweatshirt or cardigan with logo



Bottle-green reversible fleece with logo (optional)


Black or brown shoes


Girls: summer
Green-and-white-checked dress



Bottle-green sweatshirt or cardigan with logo



White socks



Black or brown shoes or sandals


Boys:
White polo shirt with logo



Grey trousers



Bottle-green sweatshirt with logo



Bottle-green reversible fleece with logo (optional)


Grey socks, black shoes


PE kit (boys and girls)
White T shirt with school logo



Black shorts



Black plimsolls or trainers


Additional PE kit: winter
Bottle-green fleece with logo (optional)


Plain black jogging bottoms (optional)
Girls’ trousers must be grey school uniform trousers, obtainable from any uniform stockist, for example, BHS, Marks and Spencer, Thomas Moore.

Make-up, nail varnish and jewellery should not be worn. In the interests of health and safety, children with pierced ears may wear only gold- or silver-coloured stud earrings (one per ear).
The School Medical Service
The School Health Sister for this school is Yvonne Maunder.

In accordance with Exeter District policy, the Health Sister sees every child at the age of five years for a Health Interview, which involves a general health check and includes vision and hearing testing. This is usually performed during your child’s second term at school.

The School Health Sister is available for help and advice during School Hours. She can be contacted on 01395 222736
Charging for School Activities

Some out-of-school activities can only take place if a charge is made. In these cases, parents are asked for a voluntary contribution. Children are not treated differently according to whether or not a contribution is made, but activities can only take place if there are sufficient contributions.

The charge for instrumental tuition varies according to length and type of lesson selected. 

Families receiving Income Support or Income-Based Jobseeker’s allowance are entitled to a reduction on residential visits.

Transfer to Secondary Education

There is no Catholic Secondary School in the area. At the end of their primary school education most children move on to Exmouth Community College, an Academy for boys and girls, 11–18 years, or another school of your choice. Further information about secondary transfer is available from the Headteacher.

Complaints
Complaints should be made in the first instance to the Headteacher. If the matter cannot be resolved then the complaint should be put in writing and addressed to the Clerk to the Governors, c/o St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, and the Governors will then deal with it.

Pupil Attendance Records

By law we must publish the number of authorised and unauthorised absences for each of the previous three terms. Authorised absences are given for medical reasons or other exceptional circumstances. Unauthorised absences include those for which no written note or telephone call has been received from parents or guardians within five days of the absence occurring. Note that one absence represents HALF a school day, so a child who is sick for a day registers as two authorised absences.  The school will contact parents by telephone or text message if a child is not present at school by 9.30 am each morning.
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