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SEN Jan 2018 Newsletter

Dear Parent,

Your child’s parent teacher meeting will be coming up very soon. At this meeting you will be able to find out more information about how your child is progressing.  
At this meeting your child’s class teacher will share with you a review of the support plan from the Autumn Term and also the new support plan for the Spring Term 2018.  

SEND at St Joseph’s continues to move forward. All children on the special needs register now have a support plan where individual targets are set and the steps of how to achieve these are shared with both children and parents. These targets and plans are updated regularly as part of an assess, plan, do, review cycle.

I have received such positive feedback about the different group interventions. ‘Time to talk’ and ‘Think Good Feel Good’ have had some very positive impacts on children’s social and emotional health and therefore on their learning. Fun fit and Sherborne have been increasing children’s confidence and relationships as well their physical ability.  Next week 3 members of staff will attend training for a new intervention called ‘high five.’  This is an intervention that is specifically aimed at children in key stages 1 and 2 with underdeveloped fine motor skills.  High Five is about helping children to engage in learning, about raising their self-esteem and about making an impact on their academic achievement. 
The auditory processing, memory magic and sounds write interventions have shown a positive impact on many children’s learning last term. Miss Fisher has been running these groups on a Monday and Tuesday afternoon. This term they will be run by Mrs Briggs. There has been a thorough hand over and Mrs Briggs will be running the groups throughout the Spring Term. 
Our speech and language therapist, Rachel Williams, visits us regularly to meet with teaching assistants and myself to discuss the children that we have with speech programmes and to review their progress. 
[image: ]If you have any concerns with health issues for example sleep, fussy eating, toileting needs or  weight issues then please come and see me as when I met with the School Nurse she was offering support in these areas to our children and families. 


It has been great to see so many parents making use of the ‘Withycombe Friday afternoon sessions.’ I have attended a couple myself and have found them very useful. Several of our teaching assistants have also been released to attend particular sessions that will support them in their role with our special needs children.
Keep an eye out on your email for more specific details but here is an overview of this half term.
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[image: ]  I will meet with you again in the Summer Term to have a review meeting that will look at the support and plans so far as well as looking at transition into the next year group. If however you have any concerns or questions before then please do not hesitate to book an appointment via the school office or I can usually be found in Foundation after school on a Monday or Tuesday.

In the meantime, I would like to thank you for your help and support whilst I have been finding my feet and ensuring that we strive to do all we can for our children with SEND at St Joseph’s.
Many Thanks
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“Walking with Jesus to be the best we can be”
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INFORMATION SESSIONS
1N THE EXMOUTH ACADEMIC LEARNING COMMUNITY
(Teachers, teaching assistants, professionals, parents, relatives, child-minders and other interested parties all very welcome]
0~ 3pm repeated 3:30 - 5pmin the community room at

WITHYCOMBE RALEIGH C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL

Topic Date Notes

Challenging behaviour Friday 12" January | Children who overreact /are not maximising their potential.

(We can also look at attachment.) Understanding, sensing and changing disruptive behaviour.
We will also look at resilience and shame.

Working Memory / Friday 10" January | Recognising working memory failure. Games and activitic

to develop auditory memory. Attention, focus and
concentration.  Making short-term and long term plans.
Extra input from former educational psychologist ©

Auditory Processing/
Executive Brain Functioning

Sensory Integration Friday 26 January | We will look at children who are out-of-touch with their
Out-Of-Syneh’ Child senses; often under- or over-sensitve to tastes/textures/etc

ut-Of-Synch’ Chil Does your child rock on their chair or fiddle? Also covering
ADHD how t0 cope with an ADHD diagnosis/whether to go for one

Is there an effective alternative |Friday 2 *February | How can I control the d
to punishment? rewarding them? Strategies to gain compliance by
connection rather than coercion/ bribery

Am | maximi
of my gifted and talented

& the potential | Friday 9" February | ‘Gifted’ refers to a child who has abilities in one or
more academic subjects, such as English or maths.

"alented' refers to a child who has skills in a practical area

child? © such as music, sport or art. Come and find out more!

© NO CHARGE — REFRESHMENTS INCLUDED! © PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE OTHER TOPICS ©
o book a place or ask for further information, please call 01395-263397 ext2 and leave a message if no answer. Thank you.
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