
The Enormous Turnip 

Inspiration Short Version 
 

(0.00-0.40) Once a man came out to his garden with his 

turnip seed and his hoe. 

 

He dug and he delved and he set his seeds in a row. 

 

  

He cared for his seeds and he watered them well and his 

turnip seeds began to swell… 

 

(1.40- 3.52) The man thought it must be time at last to pull 

the turnip but it just stuck fast. 

The Enormous Whale      

Short Version 
 

Once Mr Grinling came out of his lighthouse with Mrs 

Grinling, and his lunchbox.  

 

Mr Grinling looked and, seeing the whale, he ran quickly 

down onto the beach.  

 

Mr Grinling cared for the whale and he watered him down 

but the whale needed rescuing. 

 

Mr Grinling thought it must be time at last to move the 

whale but it just stuck fast. 

The Enormous (your compound word)  

Short Version 
 

Once (your name) came out of his/her lighthouse with 

(someone you know) and his/her    ?. 

(Your name) looked and, seeing the (your compound word), 

ran quickly down onto the beach.  

 

(Your name) cared for the (your compound word) and (what 

did you do?) but the (your compound word) needed  

(what?). 

 

(Your name) thought it must be time at last to lift the 

(compound word), but it just stuck fast. 

 
 

“Come and help heave,” called the man to his wife.  

The man pulled the turnip and the wife pulled the man, but 

the enormous turnip just wouldn’t budge. 

 

 

“Come and help heave,” called the wife to a cat 

The man pulled the turnip, the wife pulled the man and the 

cat pulled the wife, but the enormous turnip just wouldn’t 

budge. 

 

 

“Come and help heave,” called the cat to a mouse. 

The man pulled the turnip, the wife pulled the man, the cat 

pulled the wife and the mouse pulled the cat, and the 

enormous turnip shot right out, with a thud and a thwak 

and a thump and they all fell back with a bump bump bump! 

 

“Come and help heave,” called Mr Grinling to Mrs Grinling. 

Mr Grinling pushed the whale and Mrs Grinling pushed Mr 

Grinling, but the enormous whale just wouldn’t budge. 

 

 

“Come and help heave,” called Mrs Grinling to a        ?     . 

Mr Grinling pushed the whale, Mrs Grinling pushed Mr 

Grinling and the    ?     pushed Mrs Grinling, but the 

enormous whale just wouldn’t budge. 

 

 

“Come and help heave,” called the   ?   to a     ? 

Mr Grinling pushed the whale, Mrs Grinling pushed Mr 

Grinling, the    ?    pushed Mrs Grinling and the    ?  pushed 

the     ?     , and the enormous whale shot right out to sea, 

with a splish and a splosh and a splash, and they all fell 

forward with a crash! 

 

“Come and help heave,” called (your name) to (someone you 

know). (Your name) tried to lift the (compound word),  

(Someone you know) lifted (your name), but the enormous 

(compound word) just wouldn’t budge.   

 
“Come and help heave,” called (someone you know) to (your 

favourite superhero). 

(Your name) lifted the (compound word), (Someone you 

know) lifted (Your name) and (your favourite superhero) 

lifted (Someone you know), but the enormous (compound 

word) just wouldn’t budge. 

 
“Come and help heave,” called (your favourite superhero) to 

a (tiny creature). (Your name) lifted the (compound word), 

(Someone you know) lifted (Your name),  (your favourite 

superhero) lifted (Someone you know), and a (tiny 

creature) lifted (your favourite superhero) and the 

enormous (compound word) shot right up in the air, with a  

and flip and a swish and a swoosh, and they all flew up in 

the sky with a whoosh! 

 
 


