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Arrangements to meet the needs of Pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School values the abilities and achievements of all its pupils, and is committed to providing for each child the best possible environment for learning.

We are a safe and caring school where children are happy, confident, well-motivated and love to learn.

They will be challenged and achieve high standards through a fun and creative curriculum.

We are a learning community where all stakeholders enjoy equal access to opportunities to develop and learn together.

We do this best when we work together with you to support your child.

As a community we aim to walk with Jesus to be the best we can be.
Our SENCo is Mrs Sarah Keeping
What do we offer?

1. How does the school know if my child has Special Educational Needs and what should I do if I think my child has SEN?
	If your child has been to Nursery you may already know or suspect that your child has SEN and may already have individual targets to work towards. Some children may have special needs that are not picked up so early but are identified by the class teacher when they start school. Every child is different and the expectations in a primary classroom can be very different to Nursery. All children will need time to settle into school and teachers recognise this when they assess all of the children very carefully in their first few weeks with us. If we think that your child has SEN and may need some extra help with their learning, your child’s teacher will chat through any concerns with you.

If you think that your child may have Special Educational Needs then talk to your child’s teacher and share any worries that you have. We can only help if we know that you have concerns and speak to us about them. Chat to the teacher at the end of the day, pick up the phone and give us a call, we will always respond as soon as we can.

What happens next?

· We will identify how much support your child needs in order to make good progress with their learning and who can help with this.

· We will give your child some targets which we will discuss with you.
· We will tell you how we will support your child at school so that they can meet their targets as quickly as possible.

· We will ask you to help your child at home and we will give you some ideas of how to do this.

· We will put your child’s name on our Special Needs register in school so that we can monitor their progress very carefully. We have to do this by law.




2. How will school staff support my child?
	We will all work together to support your child. After discussions with you, the class teacher will decide on the support that your child needs and, together with the teaching assistant, will put that support in place. The teacher and teaching assistant will also work with the Special Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo) who is the teacher who has responsibility for SEN provision across the school. Together they will ensure that your child gets a range of support which may include small group work, working 1:1 with an adult, support in the classroom during whole class teaching time and very specific teaching, for example speech and language support where this is needed. Every child is different so the support will be specific to them. Your child will have a My Plan that sets out all the detail of their support and you will be asked to contribute to this, chat through the suggested targets and to support your child by working on their targets at home.



3. How can I be sure that my child will access the curriculum?

	All of our teachers are skilled and supported to adapt teaching to meet the diverse range of needs in each class. They plan lessons so that the school curriculum is differentiated and daily planning takes into account individual pupils needs and requirements.
Differentiation is approached in a range of ways to support access and ensure that all pupils can experience success and challenge in their learning. Some children may just need a bit of extra support or where necessary, children will have individual practise of crucial basic skills but also have support to participate in whole class lessons at their own level. A child may have individual resources provided to enable them to access a specific task or to help them to manage within the classroom environment. Children may work 1:1 with an adult, in small groups or work as part of the whole class. Grouping arrangements are organised flexibly with opportunities for both ability and mixed ability settings to maximise learning opportunities for all. Additional adults are used flexibly to help groups and individual pupils, but our long term goal is for all learners to have independent learning skills.
Details of the additional support offered to your child will be included in their My Plan.




4. How can I find out how well my child is doing? 

	Teachers assess children constantly. Where there are concerns that a pupil is not making progress there will be discussions with key staff (often during half termly pupil progress meetings) to plan for additional support to be put in place and the outcomes expected from this support. You will be invited to come in and discuss these with the class teacher and, if appropriate, your child will be involved too.
Meetings are held between teachers and the SENCo each term to look at the progress of all SEN children but informal discussions are ongoing and teachers and the SENCo will often talk about how to support individual children more effectively.

The impact of this additional support will be reviewed regularly and you will be invited to come in to review your child’s My Plan. There are many other opportunities for all parents to discuss their child’s progress too. There are two parents evenings each year, in the Autumn and Spring terms, and a school report is sent home in the Summer term. Teachers are available after school each day and an appointment can be made to see them for a chat at any point in the term.
Access arrangements for Tests and Examinations

For some pupils in Key Stage 2, additional arrangements and adjustments can be made to enable them to fully access statutory test. This might include additional time, rest breaks or use of a scribe or a reader.

The SENCo will talk to you if she feels that your child would benefit from these arrangements.




5. How accessible is the school setting?

	The school is a modern, single-storey building with two sets of disabled toilets. Every classroom has external access. There is a ramp for access to the rear of the building (Foundation Stage area).



6. What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school?

	Additional support for your child could, with your agreement, come from:

· The school SENCo

· Behaviour support teachers

· Speech and Language support

· Occupational Therapist

· An Educational Psychologist

· The Communication and Interaction Team

· The extended CAST community

· The extended Exmouth learning community (including Primary School Partnership support)

· The school nurse

· The Family Centre

· CAMHS – Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services




7. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?
	All reasonable steps will be taken to ensure that all children access all opportunities both in and beyond the classroom.




8. How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a new school or the next stage of education and life?
	When a child is due to transfer to another school, the SENCo or the Headteacher will liaise with the receiving school to ensure that they have all the necessary information they need about your child so that they are ready to support them by the time they make the transition. Where necessary, meetings will be arranged and these may involve families or professionals and may happen on a regular basis in the run up to transition. Where appropriate, the child will receive transition opportunities e.g. visits, photographs, discussions, visual timetables etc.



9. Common Questions
	What is a My Plan?
 My Plan is the plan that sets out your child’s targets and how we will meet them. These are agreed between the teacher, the child and parents or carers. We really value your thoughts and ideas about your child’s Plan. We will also set out how you can support your child at home in order to help them meet their targets.

What is ‘Intervention’?

Intervention is what we call the support that children may be involved in to meet their targets. For example your child may be involved with a handwriting intervention group or may have 1:1 reading intervention. The type of intervention and the frequency will vary from child to child. It is worth noting that all children in the school work in small groups for a range of reasons and so children receiving targeted intervention for SEN will not miss out on any teaching or be identified by their peers as having special educational needs.

What is the SEN register?

If a child is identified as having a special need, the school is required to keep a note of this and to keep records of the support that we put in place, this is the SEN register. It remains in school and from time to time the local authority of Academy will ask us how many children we have on it. This is to make sure that we can monitor the progress of your child and all of the children with SEN to ensure that they get the best provision. The government also gives the school an amount of money for some of the children on the SEN register to help us to provide the resources that the children may need.

What do terms like School Action and Statement mean?

The government has recently changed the law about SEN and we no longer have the categories of School Action and School Action Plus. All children who need to be on the SEN register will be known as needing SEN Support. All this means is that your child has been identified as having an additional need that requires action from the school. We will then set out in a My Plan what their needs are and how we will meet them together.
If we find that your child is not making sufficient progress on SEN Support, we will talk to you about calling on the expertise of outside agencies like the Educational Psychologist, to help us to support your child more effectively. As teachers we will never diagnose children’s difficulties, this is not our role, we would need to refer children on to another agency if we felt a diagnosis was needed or we needed to better understand their needs. We would always ask your permission to do this.

If your child is still not making progress or their needs are complex and long term, then we would discuss with you whether we take things further and apply for an Education Health and Care Plan. This is similar to what we used to call a Statement of Special Educational Needs.

What is and Education Health and Care Plan?

There are times when being on SEN Support does not give a child enough help, for example if they need 1:1 adult support throughout the day. In this case the school will apply to the local authority for an Education Health and Care Plan (EHC). This is a document that will support children and young people from 0-25 years of age as needed. The local authority looks at a range of evidence about the child’s needs and will then decide whether the child’s needs meet the criteria for an EHC. If they do, they will allocate resources for the specific needs that are identified by the school and all of the professionals involved. This may mean that they will pay for a few hours a week of additional adult support. The EHC will be reviewed with you every year.



If you have any queries or would like further information please contact the headteacher by phone (01395 264875) or email (admin@stjo.uk)
