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Stars of the Week

FS2       Amelie
Y1        Oscar    
Y2        Beau         
Y3        Katy      
Y4        Samuel      
Y5        Will  
Y6        Kaela              
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Head Teacher’s Awards

Congratulations Max in Class 1, Jeff and Luka in Class 3 and Hermione in Class 5 who received Head Teacher Awards this week.
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Courtesy Cup

Well done to the Green team, St. Patrick’s, who are this week’s winners

	Attendance - for the week ending 5 February
Class FS2

96.3%
Class 1

98.3%
2nd
Class 2

97.9%
3rd
Class 3

98.6%
1st
Class 4

97.9%
3rd
Class 5

97.6%
Class 6

94.8%


	Opening and Blessing of the Foundation Stage Unit. Thank you to Fr Philip and everyone who helped to make this such a special day.
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	Parent elections

Three parents have been kind enough to put their names forward to serve on the Governing Body. Voting slips will be sent out after half term. Please look out for them in your child’s book bag and return them to the school office.

	World Book Day – Thursday 3 March – Opening of our new Library
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Our new library will be officially opened by two Very Important People on World Book Day. Many book related events will be planned across the school and we will end the day with the opening ceremony and refreshments. We will be asking the children (and grown-ups!) to bring their favourite book into school and to dress up as a character from that book. Always good to know about these things before half term!
Have a lovely half term. I look forward to seeing you all on Monday 29 February.  

Cathie Doyle


A message from our Assistant Headteacher at the end of her first half term at St Joseph’s

Dear Parents/Carers,

I thought I would take this opportunity to write to you all as it is the end of my first half-term at St Josephs. I can’t believe half term is upon us already! Even though the weather may not have been conducive to outdoor learning, indoors the school has been full of exciting learning opportunities and the progress of the children has been clearly visible. We have had lots of Wow moments over this half term, the Roman army marching forth being a particular highlight of mine and the opening of our wonderful Foundation Stage Unit being another positive step in our ongoing school development.

Whilst the children make us proud on a daily basis and we regularly sing their praises, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the staff on the continuing hard-work and dedication they put into the job they are doing. It has been especially nice to receive recognition from outside agencies about the fantastic work our teachers and support staff do. Just a few lovely things that have been said about our school this half-term are:

The Educational Psychologist spent time in Class 3 and commented on the fantastic atmosphere and wonderful teaching that she saw.

The Speech and Language team have been in working with children across the school and noted the excellent work our teachers are doing and praised the progress they have made with the children.

The Communication and Language team praised the SEND work that has been going on and the resources and room that has been set up to support our SEND children. 

The Exmouth Community College praised our children’s behaviour, as well as their knowledge, when I have taken them for Science sessions down there and we are obviously very proud of Zac and Gabriel for coming first in the Maths in Motion competition at the Community College, taking on other local schools and winning.

I am also very proud that besides outside agencies working with us, we have also set up many group sessions to help our children. Just some of these weekly sessions include ‘Friendship groups (building and maintaining friendships), Behaviour groups (Learning appropriate behaviour responses), Listening groups (Improving concentration skills) and Working Memory groups (Improving processing and memory skills). 

Whilst praising all our staff and children, I would also like to thank the PTA and our governors for their ongoing work, in particular in providing our beautiful new library. It looks lovely and the children are clearly enjoying accessing it. 

Most importantly, I would like to thank all of you as parents for your continued support.

I wish you an enjoyable, safe and relaxing half term

Nicky Taylor-Bashford  
St Joseph’s News


Friday 12 February 2016
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