Absence during term time FAQs
Q Can I take my child out of school for a holiday because it’s much cheaper?
A The law does not grant parents an automatic right to take their child out of school for holidays during term time. However the Headteacher has the authority to sanction absence for a holiday of up to 10 days 
BUT ONLY IN VERY EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES
Q If I need to take my child out of school early as I cannot collect at 3.30pm is this okay?

A No, children need to complete a full day in school and only in exceptional circumstances will the Headteacher authorise this

Q What are acceptable reasons for my child to be absent in the school day apart from sickness?

A There are some reasons when an absence is acceptable:
· External exams such as ballet or music
· Compassionate leave for a funeral

· Year 6 children to visit their next school

All of these must be approved by the Headteacher in advance.
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Please note that EMERGENCY dental and optician appointments are acceptable, but routine check ups should be done in the school holidays.



What if a child is ill?

If your child is ill you need to phone the school office by 9.30am to let us know 01395 264875 – this is the Education Welfare Officer’s advice and if you do not contact the school, it means that the office has to phone you.
If your child has vomiting or diarrhoea they must remain absent from school until at least 24 hours from the last episode of vomiting or diarrhoea.  This is important as it helps prevent the spread of the sickness bug.
Children do not need time off school for mild colds, coughs and sneezes.
Children should not be kept off school for tiredness – bedtimes may need reviewing!

If you need guidance about exclusion periods for minor childhood illnesses eg chickenpox, conjunctivitis etc please contact the school office who will be able to help.
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Why do children need to be in school regularly?

· so that they don’t miss any lessons 

· to maximise their learning
· to make sure they will be able to do the best they can in exams

· to learn to socialise with their peers

· because it’s the law!

What happens when children miss school?

· They miss lessons and crucial information
· They will fall behind with their work.
· They may miss interesting activities that the class does follow up work on.
· They may become isolated from their peer group.
· They let down their classmates who may be working with them.
· As parents you could incur penalty notices (fines) for unauthorised absences.
What about being late for school?
Children who are persistently late for school

· Have a stressful start to the day. We all need time to calm and prepare ourselves for a day’s work.

· Miss vital time to socialise with their friends.
· Will have to catch up with lessons which have already started.
· Are missing out on a vital life skill. Children need to be taught the importance of punctuality. To be late is to waste their own time and that of other people.

In addition to this, we have a programme of interventions in place for Numeracy and Literacy to support children in their learning. These are timetabled for 9.00 each day.
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Meet Joe
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Joe has 90% attendance at school. Sounds pretty good doesn’t it?

90% ATTENDANCE = ½ DAY MISSED EVERY WEEK!

1 school year at 90% = 4 WHOLE WEEKS OF

LESSONS MISSED!

Joe’s learning and achievement will be affected.
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