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Dear Parents and Carers,

I am writing to let you know about some of the progress and changes we have made since the school’s inspection last October.  Over the past six months, the school and parish community have made a tremendous effort to address the issues highlighted by Ofsted in their report.  

I am pleased to tell you that together with the support and challenge we have received, we feel our progress has been rapid and has led to us creating a good foundation for achieving our next goal - that is to be recognised as a high performing school by all who work with us, not just Ofsted.  

A large part of our success so far is a result of the work undertaken by our senior leadership team of Nicky Taylor-Bashford and Rachel Pattison.  Rachel has worked with us now for four terms and her role has evolved to be more strategic as Nicky has taken on overall responsibility for leading the school.  They have provided the effective leadership the school has needed to address any weaknesses while building on our many strengths.  

Rachel and Nicky have worked hard in developing and strengthening the leadership roles of other members of staff. We are delighted that Nicky is continuing in the role of Interim Headteacher with full responsibility for the work of the school and pleased that the Bishop and CAST have approved this interim arrangement.
Since Rachel started with us her hours have gradually reduced and now her role as executive head will finish this April.  We wish to place on record our thanks for her help during such a challenging period.  The contribution Rachel has made to the growth of St Joseph’s has been wide ranging, and her energy and experience has been invaluable.  

There have been many other changes implemented already and more planned in our revised school management and development plan that was adopted by the Local Governing Body (LGB) in February.  The LGB has reorganised its work, meeting more frequently and now as a full LGB rather than individual committees.  Together with staff we have accessed training and help from highly regarded consultants who have helped us plan and deliver school improvement for St Joseph’s.

Without going into further detail, I hope that you will recognise as our LGB does, that the school is already performing at a much higher standard than it has in the past and that we can be confident that under Nicky’s continued leadership the improvements made so far will continue.

Best wishes

Sandi Forte

Chair of Governors
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Dear Parents,





As many of you are aware I have been working here at St Josephs in a support role for Mrs Taylor-Bashford since she took up post as Acting Head in April 2016. This role has now come to an end and I would like to take this opportunity to say what a great privilege it has been to be a part of the ‘St Joseph’s team’ on its journey over the last year. I have enjoyed working with all the staff, children and governors over this time helping to ensure that everybody can ‘be the best they can be’.





Building on the strong foundations in place I know the school will continue to grow from strength to strength under the leadership of Mrs Taylor-Bashford and the Governors. This will be achieved through the dedicated staff, supportive parents and motivated children; all who work together with the very supportive Parish in the school community.





As head at Marpool, I will continue to work alongside St Joseph’s through our membership of the Exmouth Learning Community and look forward to extending and developing this relationship in our local partnership.





Thank you for your support and commitment to learning at St Joseph's.








Rachel Pattison
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Website: stjosephsprimaryschool.com


