St Joseph’s School, Exmouth
7th September 2011
Dear Parents,                                                    

Welcome back to school for the Autumn Term. We hope that you had a restful summer.  It’s wonderful to see everyone back again, ready for all the challenges of Class 2. 
Towns and Cities is the title of our topic for this term and links between different subject areas will be made where appropriate, as they are rarely taught in isolation.  
Literacy: We will continue to build on the reading and writing skills already learned, developing independent writing, extending use of grammar and continuing to work on handwriting skills. The children will be working on applying their existing knowledge of letters and sounds and extending this during the daily phonics lesson, taking every opportunity to practise their word building skills. 

The children will continue to bring home reading books each day. I know it is difficult and we all lead busy lives but it does make a real difference if the children have the opportunity to enjoy and share their books with their parents. Even when a child can apparently ‘read’ there is still a range of skills still to be developed.  

In addition children will have the opportunity to choose a library book to share with an adult at home each Wednesday.

Additional homework in either Maths or English will be set each Thursday to be returned on Monday.

Maths: We will continue to work on RM maths in the ICT suite each day and to cover during our daily maths lesson:  

i) Number - reading, writing and ordering numbers to 100 and then 1000, tens and units place value, simple fractions, addition and subtraction to 20 mentally, repeated addition and early multiplication. 

ii) Shape, Space and Measures – recognizing hexagons, pentagons, cubes, cuboids, cylinders and spheres and describing them in terms of vertices, sides/edges and faces; recognizing right-angled corners in 2D and 3D shapes; understanding rotation of angle; turning through right angles ¼, ½ and whole turns; recognizing different types of movement including translation, rotation and reflection.

Religious Education: This term as a school we will be looking at Creation, Prayers Saints and Feasts and Advent.   
PSHE:  New Beginnings and Good to be Me are our school wide topics this term.  We will be focussing on belonging, self-awareness, managing feelings, understanding others’ feelings and making choices.
Topic: (Science/ICT/Geography/History/Art/Design and Technology) 
This term we will be learning about towns and cities, initially focusing on London.  We will look at the city as it is today, before moving into the past and learning about the Great Fire of London.  We will be exploring the events around it and looking at sources of information.  In our Art work we will explore the buildings in London and take inspiration from Gaudi when designing our own landmarks.  We will use ICT to help with our designing.  We will also look at the traffic and transport in cities today and work towards designing and making a toy car.  Through our Science learning we will exploring the changing properties of materials and also explore the effects of different forces.  We will use ICT programs to gather together the results of our investigations.

Music: The children will continue to receive an hour of music each week from our specialist teacher, Mrs Jepps.
PE: The children will continue to follow daily Physical Literacy activities as well as their weekly session with Miss Beresford on a Thursday.
Like last year, water bottles are provided for the children to use in class and we actively promote a daily fruit/milk time. 
A few practical requests! Please ensure that your children’s clothing is clearly marked and I would prefer that the children do not bring toys to school. We have invested in a wide range of play equipment so the children are very well catered for during break times.
May I also take this opportunity to say thank you for all the kind gifts received at the end of last year.  Mrs Rookes and I are really looking forward to the new school year and hope that your child has a very happy time. If you need further information or we can help in any way please come and ask.

Yours Sincerely

Miss C Crabb    Mrs C Rookes
