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School reorganisation
There have been some staff changes following the departures of Mrs Eversett and Miss Beresford at the end of last term. Mr Karl Hemming is now teaching Class 5. We welcome him and hope he will be happy at St Joseph’s. Mrs Elaine Mannix and Miss Chantelle Crabb have been appointed as Assistant Headteachers until the end of this academic year. As part of their new roles Mrs Mannix has taken responsibility for Key Stage 2 and Mathematics and Miss Crabb for Key Stage 1 and Literacy. I know they will do a fantastic job. 

As we now have specialist teachers teaching Art, ICT and Music during staff planning, preparation and assessment time, P.E. has reverted to being taught by each class teacher. As you will be aware, primary school teachers are trained to teach all national curriculum subjects and, even when we had a specialist P.E. teacher, always taught 50% of class P.E. 

	School building
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Exciting News!
As part of our school improvement plan, the senior leadership team and governors highlighted the need for more space in the classrooms. When the school was built twenty years ago the rooms were designed to accommodate 24 children with a group of six working outside the classroom. As we have moved to more whole class teaching and the use of interactive white boards the classes have become a little cramped, especially for the older children. Plans have been approved to extend Classes 2-6 into the central corridor, effectively squaring off the classrooms. Work should begin during half term. If anyone would like to see the plans they will be on the Governor’s Notice Board outside the office area.
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              For your information …..
Every teacher in the school, as well as having responsibility for their class, also leads a curriculum area:

R.E/D.T - Mr Hoare
Literacy – Miss Crabb

Mathematics – Mrs Mannix

Science – Mrs Ponting

History – Mrs Clarke

Geography – Miss Crouch

P.E.- Mr Hemming

Art – Mrs Birrell

Music – Mrs Jepps

ICT – Mrs Sims

French – Mrs Jackson

PSHE – Mrs Cuthbert
	Dates for your diary:

16 January – Parish mass in school, 9.30.

17 January – Y4 trip to Magdalen Centre.
25 January – mass in church, 9.30

25 January – PTA AGM, 7.30 in the school hall.

January 31 – Governors meeting, 7.00

February 2 – Candlemas mass in church, 9.30

February 13–17, half term.

20 February – reports sent to parents

22&23 February – parents’ evenings.

February 25 – First Sacrament of Reconciliation

March 6 – Parents information evening, Literacy.

March 19 – St Joseph’s Day.

March 30 – end of term.



	Welcome to the world ….
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Alfie, a little brother for Harri in Class 1.
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Bingo and Cider Supper – fund raiser at the Holy Ghost Church on Saturday 4 February. Tickets available from the Parish Office.

	PARKING
When dropping children off in the morning or picking them up in the afternoon please be considerate of our neighbours. I have received a number of complaints and some residents have contacted the police.
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Appeal
If anyone feels able to become a ‘reserve MTA’, to cover sickness, please leave your name at the school office.  

	A gentle reminder – please do not drop your children off at school before 8.30 unless they are attending the Breakfast Club. 
Many thanks for your continued support.
                                       Cathie Doyle

                                       Acting Headteacher.
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